r 




PTO/SB/OSa (08-03 ) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2008. OMB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent end Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

rfrfWto) Afl gi iSffi from* m mm la rmwrt ft a wmaw ftf in ffrnraton m\m w mm a ibIM 9MB wnw n ur P b g- 



form 1449A/PTO 



Complete If Known 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/680,388 



October 6, 2003 



Christopher Crtacuolo 



3731 



Glenn K. Dawson 



y^Sheet | 1 



T°nT 



Attorney Docket Number 



2871 (203-3013) 



U.S.PATENTDOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unas. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 1 {,knom *) 


/<sw 




US-5.002.557 


03/28/1991 


Hasson 










US-5.707,382 


01/13/1998 


Sierocuk et al. 










US-5.738.628 


04/14/1898 


Sierocuk et el. 










US-6.772.680 


08/30/1998 


Kieturaklsetal. 




A 


w 




US-5.779.728 


07/14/1998 


Lunsford el el. 










US-5.893.888 


04/13/1999 






IGDI 




US-6,381,543 


03/26/2002 


Chin eta). 




















* 









































































































FOREIGN 


PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
NO. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Unea, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Coda' Number* Kind Code* (tffc/town) 


/GD/ 




EP0810099A 


08/1071994 


Trigonon Inc. 
































































Examiner 
Signature 


/Glenn Dawson/ 


E^dered 05/03/2007 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 809. Draw Una through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO 
Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 001.04. * Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 6 Kind of document by the appropriate 
symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 18 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
' Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.88. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, end submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on (he amount of time you require to complete this form end/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Sox 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



PTOttB/08a(0*03> 



Copyright 2005 Forms in Word (\ 



For Individual use only. 



Mai »» papetwwfc Battfliaa Aet a! 



Substitute tor form 144QA/PTO 




PTO/SBmSe (08-03) 
Approved tor use through 07/31/2008. OMB 0851*0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to respond to a coflecton ct Information unless It contains a valid C 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many snoots as necessary) 



Complete it Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/880,388 



October 6. 2003 



Christopher J. Criscuoto el al. 



3762 



TBD 



Sheet 1 



■RTT 



Attorney Docket Number 



2871 (203-3013) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
NO. 1 



GD 



Document Number 



Number-KJnd Code 3 ^^ 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



7/14/1098 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 







FOREIGN 


PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


CUB 

No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, lines. 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country CodV Number 4 Kind Coda 1 \d known) 


GD 




WO 01/28724 


4/1972001 


General Surgical Innovations 




GD 




WO 04/32758 


4/22/2004 


Criscuoto et al. 




GD 




WO 01/26724 A3 


4/1972001 


General Surgical innovations 






GD 

GR 




WO 97/21481 A 


8/19797 


Genera) Surgical Innovations 






EP0 880 939 A 


12/2/1098 


Ethicon 






Examiner 
Signature 


/Glenn Dawson/ (06/06/2006) 


Date 

Considered 




™kf°?ectic n 01 Intormatton is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to die (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, end submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time *M vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
onthe amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief mformation Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
AOORESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, ceil 1-MO~PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



Copyrfett 2003 forms In Woid twww.formsJnwof^ iWn \ For IndMdual use only. 



